AGENTS 'USED  IN   DERMATOLOGIC  PRACTICE
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Plaster

Salicylic Acid Plaster, U. S. P.         Note: 40% plaster is used, for kerato-
Salicylio Acid in suitable plaster         lytic effect,

base.

Soap Substitutes

Soap substitutes are used in many instances of inflammatory dormatosos where
it is desirable (1) to reduce or avoid contact with the usual alkali content of soap,
or (2) to control exposure of the patient to contactants by eliminating soaps and
cleansers of unknown composition and irritant potential.

Preparations, Various preparations are available consisting of sulfonated
oils and sulfonated creams.                                                                                :

Tar and Tar Derivatives

Tho tar derivatives are among the most useful therapeutic agents in de'r-
matologic therapy. Their exact mode of action is unknown but their effect on
psoriasis and other diseases exhibiting parakeratosis suggests that they influence
the conversion of the S-H bonds to an S-S linkage restoring the normal keratini-
zation cycle. A basic list of tar compounds is difficult to enumerate because there
is great individual variation in tolerance. A few of the more commonly used
preparations are therefore presented in the order of their pharniacologic potency:

ICHTHAMOLL (Ammonium iohthosulfonate). Included with tara because
of keratoplastio action. It is mild and may be used in subacuto dermatoses.
Usually, 3% in Zinc Oxide Ointment, (See Ichthammol-Zine Oxide Ointment,
under "Ointments."}

WOOD TARS (Pine Tar; Juniper Tar). These tars are stronger than ichtham-
mol and usually are used 1-5% with salicylic acid. (See Pine Tar Ointment, and
Juniper Tar Ointment, under "Ointments.")

COAL TAB. This is the most healing and also the most irritating of the tar
compounds. For use in subacute and chronic dermatosea.

COAL TAR SOLUTION, N. F., 1-10% of the Solution, in ointments and in
lotions.

CflLOROFORMIC COAL TAR SOLUTION, N. F.

COAL TAR, 1%, 3%, 6%, 10% in various ointments. (See Coal Tar Ointment,
U. S. P;, under "Ointments;")

2. SYSTEMIC AGENTS

Oral

BISMUTH SODIUM TRIGLYCOLLAMATE, N. N. R. (Bistrimate). Each
tablet contains 0.41 Gm. equivalent to 75 mg. of elemental bismuth,

Use. May be used for the treatment of chronic lupus erythematosus and lichen
planuB. (Toxic effects may be noted, e. g., generalized pruritus, toxic erythemas,
"bismuth line," gastrointestinal upsets, stomatitis, peripheral neuritis, myalgias,
transient leukopenia.)

Dosage, I tablet 3 times daily for 3 days; thereafter, 2 tablets daily. May be
continued for 26 weeks unless contraindications ensue.
Use; See "Tars and Tar Derivatives",
